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On Sept. 20-24 in Mexico City, Msgr. Rodolfo Quezada Toruno, president of the National
Reconciliation Commission (CNR), mediated talks between government and rebel negotiators
focusing on the issue of human rights. Presidency Minister Manuel Conde headed the government
delegation, comprised of Development Minister Manuel Benselt, Interior Minister Fernando
Hurtado and Gens. Jose Domingo Garcia, Mario Enriquez and Julio Balconi. The Guatemalan
National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) was headed by rebel commander Gaspar Ilom. UN envoy
Francesc Vendrell and other CNR representatives also participated. Members of both delegations
said the meetings had advanced the negotiations process, and established a basis for reaching
a definitive accord on human rights at the round of talks, tentatively scheduled for next month.
In statements to reporters, Quezada said the talks were characterized by frankness and "mutual
respect." He added that the encounter was "without doubt the most important meeting yet,"
in terms of "the most work" having been accomplished. Conde said the talks were positive and
served to "deepen exchange on legal and political issues." According to Conde a legal framework
guaranteeing human rights is necessary. He added, "It is impossible that human rights violations
immediately cease with the signing of an accord. We must, therefore, work to create a culture of
peace and respect for human rights." Ilom called the negotiations "a significant and important step
in the manner in which we have pursued the discussions." He said the talks served to establish the
basis for a definitive accord during the next round. (Basic data from AFP, EFE, 09/22-24/91; Notimex,
09/23/91, 09/24/91)
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